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WASHINGTON. The Supreme Court yesterday strengthened the Government's hand to 
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- MERRY CHRISTMAS, FARM WGRKERS, AND A PHOSPEROUS NEW YERARGGGUL 


THE OTHER DELANO GRAP= GROWERS 
by Ken Blum 


In the struggle of the Delano Grape strike attention so far has centered on 
DiGiergie and Schenley, and rightly so, fer they are the largest Delano growers. 
Both are public corporations, that is, they sell stock on the market to the 
public. Though the other Delano growers are restly incorporated for tax purpeses, 
as is common in business when prefits get around the $25,000 a year mark, they 
are not public but private concerns. DiGiergie, in fact, is virtually the 
only public corperation dealing in fresh fruits. California Packing Corporation 
(Calpak) is, public, but. it deals with canned foods under its Del Monte label 
and dees not handle fresh produce. 


Now that DiGiorgio and Schenley are partially defeated (we still need 
an election at Arvin and Sutter with DiGiergie), what abeut the other 33 or so 
growers UFWOC has strikes against? Who are these growers? 


Among them happen to be a surprising’ number of "firsts" for the country. 
Tony Bianco is the grape juice king of the ceuntry, that is, he sells the 
the mest juice grapes to New Yerk Italians who make their own wine 1 


Jee Giumarra claims te be the lst fer the "Biggest Best Longest California 
Grape Deal." This is probably true, for his Giumarra Vineyards Corp. alone 
out ef his 3 companies ships 2,00@,000 26 pound lugs a year. 


Elmco Co., owned by Ed Merzoian, boasts the nation's largest cold storage 
of 1000 carlets. There is nothing like it in the area.3 


W.B. Camp controls the werld's distribution of cala cotton which he helped 
develop. He also markets it from his three packinghouses as Famoso, Wasco and 
Shafter, under the labels Aristocrat, Georgianna, Mammy, Coat of Arms and 
Picaninny.4 


P.J. Divizich has the largest contigueus piece of land in the country 
owned by ene individual, 5009 acres, with 4300 in vineyards. He also leases 500 
acres. He is the second grewer, after DiGiergie, ferced te sell his excess hold- 
ings under the 160 acre limitation.> 


We know that DiGiorgio owns 26,00@ acres. Hew about the rest of the Delano 
growers? Here is the ninimam acreage ef 14 out of the 33 struck ranchers: 
(Minimum because we don't know if they own in Hawaii or Florida, as they might 
well do) 

Acreage of 14 of the struck ranches 
(Minimum) 


Anthony Biance 6795 
W.B. Camp 4908 
Anten Caratan 1129 
Mila Caratan ' 2183 
P.J. Divizich 5500 
Jehn Dulcich : 1431 
Elmco Vineyards 3610 
TFresno fresno Bee, Sept. 15, 1957 4 
2Packers' Red Boek 1958 
3Blue Beek, published by the Produce Reporter Co., 1966 
Hearings before a Special Investigating Committee on Education and Labor, House 
of Representatives, 8lst Congress, 2nd Session, testimony of H.L. Mitchell. 
ocation Effect Upen Value of Table Grape Vineyard in the Delano—Ducor Area 
as a Determining Factor in the Werth of the P.J. Divizich Properties," p. 2. 


Giumarra 

George Lucas 
Pandol & Sons 
D.M. Steele 

A &N Zaninovich 
Markn Zaninovich 
V.B. Zaninovich 
Tetal 


Average fer the 14 


The United Farm Workers Organizing Cammittee has organizing strikes , 
against these.14 grewers, and 19_others. Net an enviable position, by any 
“standara! ; 


Agriculture is a decentralized industry, and in this respect it -odeneies 
the garment and construction trades as opprsed to_the basic industries of auto, 
bee and aerospace. There are 20,240 grape farms in California alone, which 
breaks down into 8,997 raisin grape farms, 5,798 table. grape farms,-and 5,445 
wine and juice, grape farms. There are 486, 367 acres of grapes: in California, 
and 38, 772 acres in Kern County; 73, 596 acres in Tulare County. and 172,130 
acres in Fresno County. Of ceurse the Delano strike is only in Tulare and 
Kern County, but mast of Fresno's grapes are raisip grapes. Two, struck ranchers, 
Morris Fruit Co. and Anthony Bianco own table grapes in Fresna County. 


As can be seen there are many grape growers, but the struck ganchers UFWOC 
has to deal with are also packers and shippers. There are only 57 grape shippers 
ig the Delane-Arvin area.® é packer ewns a packinghsuse, and a shipper sends 
the grapes by truck, ship or train. A packer whe deesn't own an acre, may 
buy the grapes right eff a field, just as Irving Goldberg is doing right now. 
More eften, though, in recent years, packers and shippers are integrated with 
growers, and the small rower with 30 acres er so without a packingheuse sells 
to the varieus grewer-shippers. These grower=shippers are whom the UFWOC is 
striking. - 

> U 

Anthony Biance, for example, owns 320 acres of grapes eutside of Delano, and 

"that's how we know about him. His headquarters are in the Rowell Building in 
Fresno, and he »wns 240 acres sf grapes in Fresno Ceunty. He also ewns 4,00 
acres of grapes at Arvin which is near Bakersfie id. He has packinghouses at 
Sanger in Fresne County and in Delane. He also grows grapes near Thermal in 
Riverside County, where he also has a packingheuse. He has a 500 acre peach 
erchard near Tipton along with 208 head of cattle and pasture land. He has 
cherry ercharAs near San Jose, but his biggest ranch is 400@ acres of lettuce, 
cotten, vineyards and citrus near Glendale, Arizona. This was bought bya ‘syndicate 
formed by A. Biancos Sr. and Jr., Carl Jarsen ef Detreit and Peter Malbandian of 
Phoenix for $2,60@,00A. The Delane ranch cest $500,00@ and the Tipton ranch also 
cost $500,000. Bianca has an effice in New Yerk to handle eastern shipping. He 
ships 3000 rail and truck lets a year. Each carlet holds about 1250 lugs, so 

he ships a tetal of 3,750,000 packages a year. Of course not all ef these are 
grapes, and net all of the fruit is grown by him. He buys from Lodi and 

Medesto seuthwards througheut the San Joaquin Valley. 


compiled from the Assessors Records af Kern, Tulare, Fresno and Riverside 
Counties, Agricultural Conservation: and Stabilization Service cropland figures 
and Fresne Bee articles of June 12, 24, 1955, Sept. 15, 1957, and July 15, 1958. 
"Cemmercial Crops in Califernia," H.M. Butterfield, University..ef California 
Extension Sercice; "Califsrnia Fruit and Nut Acreagg, Bearing ¢°N.n-Bearing, As 
on 1965," Califernia Crop & Lyvestock Reporting Service, p. ll. 

"Directory of Grape Shippers for Kern District (A \rvin—Delano) 1966 Season, 
Federal State Market News Service, Bakersfield. 


Fresne Bee, Jan. 6, 1952, June 12, 2h, 19555 Spet. 15, 1957 and July ‘te 1958; 
Packers Red Bonk 1962. 


vue Mest of the Delano srape grewers are Democrats and Brown endorsers. Robert 
Setrakian, whose family runs Midstate Horticultural Company with operations in 
San Francises, Fresna, Arvin, Delano and-New York, is on the State Central 
Cemmittee of the Demacratic Party. A Setrakian is head ef the Raisin Advisory 
Committee, which regulates a government marketing order. Robert Setrakian is 


also a bank vice president. . . 


% 

W.B. Camp, who was an assistant director ef the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration (AAA) during the New Deal was head of the entire cotten 
division, and was als» the directar af the Southern Regiqn. He came fresh 
frem his job of agricultural appraiser for the Bank of America (1929-1933). 
He made his money off the destruction of patatnes on a Kern County airstrip, 
which was the New Deal's way of.putting business back ento its feet while 
19 million werkers were unemployed and hungry. He owes-his fertune to. the 
Democratic Party. He was president of the quasi-fascist Associated Farmers ef 
California, the director sf the. agricultural committee of the State Chamber of 
Commerce, and even ‘the director of. the Agricultural Committee of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce. His wife is a farmer in Edgefield County, South 
Carolina and is a director of the Bank ef Trenton, Seuth Carelina. W.B. Camp 
is mainly a cetton grower, and is only a relatively small grape grower. 


John Kevacevich, whem the UFWOC doesn't have a strike against yet, but who 
is a grape grower in the Arvin area, has the distinction of sitting on the 
State Board ef Agriculture along with Jesse Tapp, former board chairman of 
the Bank ef America, and Heward Marguleas of the large San Fraycisco based 
shipping firm of Heggblade-Marguleas. This semi-official body of agribusinessmen 
‘ Appointed by the Brewn Administration, makes pieus stgtements from time te 
time on how a 160 acre ranch is impractical to:farm, etc, 
’ c 8 


e 


Ed Merzoian:of Elmco Co. is also a prominent Democrgt whoge name appears 
on Brewn ads in the Visalia Times-Delta of Tulare Caunty. 


Anthony Bi®nco is a directer of the Grape Crush-..dministrative Committee 
which administers the bulk wine marketing order. He is also on the.board. of 
the Alli®d Grape Growers Association, a grower wine processing co-operative.11 


Even Joseph A. DiGiergio is on the committee to administer the plum marketing 
érder under the Califernia bree Fruit Agreement--the U.S. Department. of Agriculture’ 
price-fixing scheme. DiGiorgio, though, Was nominated by -the plum growers ,to his 
post. 8 


D> 
% 
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These ranchers &pparen*ly-*can put up.with momentary embarrassménts such as 

Brown's "Viva la Hue@ga'! to appease the dabor vote becauge they reap the benefits 

‘of the Brown Administration. « 
: e . e nF , 

Som@ struck Delano ranchers, like D.M. Steele are primarjly in other crops 
besides grapes. Steele is. mainly in potatoes, but also grows,oranges_which he mar- 
kets through Sunkist..He ships 1200 carlots. Bryne Pispeto is majnly a shipper 
who handles pears, plums, peaches, potatoes, cantaloupes and_other fruit in addition 
to grapes. UFWOC. must. deal with shippers who have a base of operations. in other 
areas, but specialize in Delano grapesy like Jim Donovan who ships 300 carlots of 
. plums, cherries and nectarines, and Harry Gilfenbain Co. of Bakersfield.who is 
@ buying ®roker and shipper handling 1200 carlots.13 The UFWOC has to geal with 
these middlemen, but can also: use them as leverage in the ceming struggle. 


e ca 8 ; a 


po 


. LOwna's Whe in Califernia 1 653: Who's Who-in the- West 1965-6. 


ilithots Who in the West 1965-6. z 
*“Blue Anchor, published by the California Fruit Exchange, Val No. 2, M 
June 1966, p. 30. eee a Se 


Carlet figures from Blue Baok 1966, --blished by the Produce Reporter Co. 


This article was written by CFL's dooney 
shortly after the Nov. 4 election. On Nov. 
15 the United Farm Workers scored another 
election victory at the Goldberg vineyard 
by the overwhelming vote of 285 to 38. 


FARM WORKERS WIN SECOND ELECTION AT DI GIORGIO 


Anne P. Draper 


California farm workers won their thirty-year war to organize the giant Arvin ranch 
of the DiGiorgio Corporation on November 4 when they cast 283 ballots for the AFL-CIO's 
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee and 199 ballots for no union, with 72 challenged 
ballots. ‘The 9,000 acre ranch is DiGiorgio's largest holding and is located some 40 miles 
south of Delano. The Arvin "factory-in-the-field" has been the top farm labor organizing 
target for over three decades. UFW's victory consolidates its election successes at the 
Delano and Borrego Springs holdings on August 30th, and gives the organization a solid base. 


Since the first DiGiorgio election, the UFW has been demanding an election at the 
Altwin and Marysville holdings before the harvest season ended. But the Teamsters Union, 
badly defeated in that first election, refused to agree to the same election rules and 
effectively stymied an election for months. 


The United Farm Workers found themselves boxed in by a combination of the Teamsters 
and DiGiorgio. The firm had worked for. a Teamster victory as the "lesser evil" against 
the UFW, and subsequently used the Teamsters! refusal to block the election at Arvin. The 
UFW faced the prospect of the season ending and its arduous organizing campaign going down 
the drain. The UFW then embarked on a series of moveg which culminated in their historic 
victory. <A delegation of Arvin workers arrived at DiGiorgio's San Francisco office to 
initiate a week of sit-ins and mass picketing by Bay Area trade unionists, culminating in 
the arrests of several of the workers and labor officials. 


The grape strike was carried into the heart of the city's financial district where 
Montgomery St. farmers rule the roost. The chanting, singing, and shouting pickets repre- 
sented a wide spectrum of unions, including the independent Longshoremen's Union. They 
demanded that a collective bargaining election be held at Arvin. At Marysville in Northern 
California, the harvest season was over and an election must wait until 1967. 


On October 25, an outpouring of union supporters from both sides of the Bay flocked 
into downtown San Francisco, with talk of a mass sit-in at DiGiorgio's office. From the 
back of a truck, Teatro del Campesino performed a devasting skit on the DiGiorgio-Teamster 
hook-up. Strike leader Dolores Huerta and AFL-CIO Organizing Director William Kircher re- 
ported on sessions held with company and Teamster representatives and expressed confidence 
that election procedures would be worked out before the day was over. The picket line was 
suspended for the afternoon, and by evening the election had been arranged. 


In a surprise move, the Teamsters withdrew from the ballot, leaving the UFWOC the only 
union on the ballot. At a press conference called by Governor Brown and the union leaders 
to announce the election agreement terms, Brown praised the Teamsters for "great labor 

. : = i 
statesmanship.'' Reportedly what moved the Teamsters to end their raiding operations against 
TT * A . 2 : 4 , nNroce nD ais - * A 
the UFWOC in Arvin was TRCPeRsAnE DreRsure from the labor movement, particularly from their 
close ally, the Longshoremen's Union, and possible counter-raids from UFWOC directed against 
Teams Cre Pye E : oo. : “4 ‘ ; A 
eamster-organized canneries with predominantly Mexican-American memberchips. 


UFW leaders have indicated that they are not interested in organizing truck drivers 
or cannery workers, and so the way may be opened to an end of the destructive raiding 
operations of the Teamsters among field workers. The Teamsters closed down their Arvin 
office and informed UFWOC that they would not conduct organizing activities conflicting 
with UFWOC. However, the Teamsters Union granted a charter to the previously independent 


ah 


farm workers": group headed: by Oscar. Gonzalez of San Jose. Gonzalez, with a possible 
100 members, has been striking..a’ tomato grower near San Jose. 


During this past summer and haryest season, the Delano headquarters have been be- 
seiged by farm workers throughout the state and nation to come and organize them. sut URW 
has been pinned down to Delano by ¢ crucial DiGiorgio elections, the continuing strike 
against over 30 Delano grape growers now:in its second year, and the challenges from the 


© 
Teamsters in the DiGiorgic and Perelli-Minetti strikes. 


Ne Cesar Chavez explained to a group of San Francisco trade unionists when‘ they 
visited; Delano’ on their monthly caravan:. the closer we get to a contract with the growers, 
the’ nore we. pave the way for a sweetheart deal between the Teamsters and the growers. 

Thus: at: the Perelli-Minetti fields, where all the field: workers walked out on strike on 
Septémber 9, Chavez charged that "the Teamsters signed a backdoor contract with the company, 
recruited strike! breakers, and used guns, chains, and clubs against our strikers." 

The UFW-has retaliated by calling a national consumer boycott against Per Minet eg 
products, and the brands distributed by their company, ‘the California ‘/ine * 

Liquor ‘stores ‘carrying these brands aré being picketed on the West Coast by 
porters. The brand names include: imbassad Eleven Cellars, Red Rooster, Sone: 
Guasti, Calwa, F.I., Tribuna, Aristocrat, Victor Hug and A. R. Morrow. 


Some of the ‘confusion and: hostility engendered by the Teamsters' raiding operations 
may account for the ‘relatively iarge "no-union" vote at Arvin. The UF won 59% of the 
vote, but the: organizers active in:the campaign stated there was considerable intimidation 
and interference by the company. The GO year history of union busting was repeated by the 
John Birch Society propaganda and company-inspired organized oppesition among the workers. 


Unlike the Delano and Borrego Springs election where all employees since the start of 
the strike in September 1965 could vote, only workers currently cmployed at Arv could 
vote. . While the ‘ranch employs ‘some 2000 workers at’ peak season, the number was down to 
600. by the time of ‘the vote. 


The 25-year-old Negro chairman of the irvin workers, Mack Lyons, headed the delega- 
tion of Arviri workers who brought the battle to San Francisco. In addressing union mem- 
bers in San Francisco and Oakland, he stressed the unity forged between Negre and Mexican 

’ t > ’ 
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Anglo and Puerto Rican, and between men and women workers. He expressed complete confi, 
dence that the union would win. 


The union is now engaged in contract negotiations to cover the three ranches where 
8 
they_won elections. By the terms of the election agreement, any unresolved.issues will 
ry 1 : 
go/arbitrat jon for settlement. The union negotiators are aiming to win a contract from 
DiGiorgio eyen better than that won at Schenley's 


On another front,. heavy pressure was exerted on Chavez and the UFWOC to. endorse Gover- 
nor Brown running for his third term, and they finally did so, late in the campaign. . Their 
endorsement announcement was timed to influence participants in the Los Angeles Conference 
on Power and Politics the weekend of October 1-2, but the conference voted to ‘boycott both 
Brown and Reagan. Chavez gave two chief reasons for cndorsing Brown: intervention in help-= 
ing to sét'up the DiGiorgio election; and his promise to, work for a state collective bar- 
gaining law and the exténsion of unemployment insurance to farm workers. He added: "Ve 


have been critical of the Governor in the past and, no doubt, will differ with him in the 


future.!! 


Farm workers have indeed } been critical of Brown in the past, expressing this criticism 
on picket lines and demonstrations against Brown's pro-grower policies. During Brown's 
eight years in office, he has given lip service to the needs of farm workers while acting 
energetically to protect grower interests. His incifference reached bottom this past 
Easter Sunday, when the 300-mile march of the strikers from Delano reached the State Capitol 


in Sacramento. Brown was relaxing in Palm Springs and declined to meet with the strikers. 


oP eas 
The Delano strikers' paper EL MALCRIADO summarized their position in June under the 


headline "Tweedledumb and Tweedlestupid": "Sometimes Governor Brown acts as if he wants 
to help us. But his actions speak louder than words. He has kept braceros working in 
California two years after Congress outlawed the bracero program.... For the last four 

ss) yy o 
years, no Governor in the U.S. has had a greater opportunity to help the farm worker than 
Brown. No Governor has done less to help us. No Governor has broken more promises to us, 
told us more lies, than Pat Brown." 


How long could Brown maintain his deafening silence in the face of the largest farm 
labor strike in decades and in the face of growing alienation by the state's biggest 
minority group, the million and a half Mexican-Americans? The Delano grape strike, nation- 
ally famous and arousing the sympathies of millions, was a nightmare for him, putting him 
on the spot every day. 


At the California Democratic Council Convention in early 1966, farm workers had pick- 
eted Brown. A typical sign asked: "Who is Governor? DiGiorgio or Brown?" When his old 
friend DiGiorgio cooked up the rigged election with the Teamsters, Mexican-American leaders 
demanded that’ Brown intervene to set up an honest election. One report has it that the 
price Brown demanded was an endorsement for re-election by the farm workers. 


DiGiorgio and the Teamsters were confident that they could win the new @lections set 
up by Brown's investigator at Delano and Borrego Springs. They worked hand-in-glove to 
pressure the field workers and might well have succeeded in winning the August 30 election 
except for the brilliant and incredible job in rounding up former DiGiorgio workers to vote 
for the United Farm Workers. 


Despite claims by Brown's henchmen, the UFW won the DiGiorgio elections by their own 
independent strength and power. The concessions they wrung from politicians were based on 
that same strength. Like most fledgling unions, they will have to rely on their own muscle 
and manpower to do the job. 


With Reagan's election as governor, we can expect that UFWOC will make an all-out and 
forthright battle against the state administration, with no holds barred. As EL MALCRIADO 
put it in’the pre-endorsement days: "If we're going to have another four years with an 
enemy in Sacramento, we would rather have an honest enemy like Reagan. At least we would 
know where we stand." 


There is a great deal of truth in this; at leastthere will be no trimming of the sails 
for the sake of expediency; no muting of the farm workers' struggle so as not to embarrass 
self-proclaimed "friends of farm labor;" and no du]ling of the sharp needles of EL MALCRIADO, 
the authentic "voice of the farm worker." 
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JOIN THE CHRISTMAS GIFT CARAVAN TO DELANO SATURDAY, December 17. 

Two Caravans will converge on Delano Saturday, Dec. 17th, bringing gifts to cheer 
the hundreds of strikers and their children. Church groups all over the state are planning 
to collect Christmas toys for the children, as well as food and money to sustain the strike. 
The San Francisco Labor Council's Delano Committee will be collecting Christmas gifts for 
both strikers and their children for its monthly caravan on Dec. 17th. 


Supporters of the grape strike are urged to join either caravan, bringing gifts. 
The S.F.L.C. motorcade leaves 8 a.m. from the Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth St. near Capp. 
The visitors will lunch at the Strikers' Kitchen, 1457 Glenwood St., Desano, after which 
there will be a meeting with strike leaders. Suggested gifts for adults include: 

Warm clothing for men and women - gloves, headwear, scarves, two-piece union suits, 

socks, nylons for women, hooded sweatshirts, T-shirts and underwear. 
Toilet articles - soap, toothpaste, shaving items, hand lotion for women. 
Cigarettes. 


= 


In October, 15 53 atts voted to let the bracero 
program die in 1961 oincidentally, Citizens for , 
Farm Labor was created in that same month, and began. * 
issuing this mgazine. In our first issué, we fore- 
saw that, despite the vote of Congress, the battle 
wis far from over. "Take away the braceros, and 
workers under the McCarran-Walter Act...will bégin 
to hold:a fatal fascination for the plantation 
mentality." (Vol. I, #1, pe 22.) In almost every 
of FARM LABOR since, we have commented ‘on ‘the 
> ways in which growers and government agents 
ind nullify Congress! intent to put an 
the foreign contract labor system. 
nulliti cation goes on ey ad. On 
Department of L lucted another 


follows. 
scuttlebutt, the "unwritt 
-attended December 12 meeting was that 
j : > the Department of Labor 
continue admitting McCarran- 
brace ros" to Califomia. In our 
listurbed by this kind of 


ar~vane administratinn of laws. As we read it, 

law contains very clear provisos which ought t 
any no. matter which way the wind is blowing -- 
whether Californiawere governed by Brown, Reagan», 
DiGiorgio, or Chavez. But that is not the way it 
works i 
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If you think we are too hard on the bureaucrats 
you should have attende lis hearing. :The labor 
spwkesmen sat on one side of the auditorium; there 
was nobody in the middle; on the other side were 
the b sro-users' representatives practically arm- 


in-arm with their friends from the govemment agencies. 


(ANT. TO A HEARING OF THE BUREAU ‘OF /OYM 5CU Y 
Ul NI TED STAT 5. DEPAR’ iNT oF ety ON Al PERFO FMING ' TEMPORARY 
TABOR UNBER THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY 

Labor was founded'‘in October, 1963, for the purpose of 

bringing together trade political leader's, writers, housewives, attorneys, 
teachers, working farme rg Bric work tudents, and many other types of citizens 
with a common desire to help obtain bel rigt for agricultural workers." Our 
Executive Committee -includes persons whe ‘have been studying farm labor problems 
ten or. twenty years or more,.and have been’ concerndl with the subject of foreign 


contract labor since the fi rst braceros arrived in Stockt son , California, in 19)2. 


Heving followed this. problem through its many ramificatios through these 
many years, we tke the position that "criteria" for the certification of foreign 


contract workers ar scessa and inappropriate, | Por 1 contract labor 


itself i i sssary and i cropriate It might have t argued that there was 
tak hortage luring World War 5) eb alt > even have been argued that there 
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enlightening lat the same time shocking to read in magazines and news- 
of today...the quotes and opinions of De ed or appbinted experts in the 
1d of agriculture. Such words as "corporate { ig," "large farmer" and "massive 
producer" have joined the ranks of such "bad words" a "propaganda," "politics," and 
"profit incentive The swivel chair crusader cit idewalk gardener can dip his 
pen in the inkwell of anithalf truths and hurl broadsides of words such as 
"slave lal ; low wage living conditions" knowing that, like arrows, some 
will fall believe 
began with forty acres of raw 
lop and expand thru sweat and 
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Their tears of compassmnon wi 10t match those of sds of women d minors whose 
places in California agriculture will have 1 1 eliminated by this one stroke of th 
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This will be the last issue of FARM LABOR for a while. How long, we cannot 
But this we can say: the timss have changed. And so have we. 


ublishing FARM LABOR, in October, 1963, because there seemed to be 
aaNet T farm ine or movement, which had lived nine 
more i Ne ha y of California agritulture, was in a partic cularly 
fragmented condition There was no focus, no rallying point, no channel of regular 
communication. aWOC was a soc inhi UPWa had pulled out of farm labor. A citi- 
zens' committee which had funct od for a couple of years, largely through the 
sfforts of Jim Murray and Ann D raper, had become defunct. The "war on poverty" 
not yet been born. The Fs Workers ASsSociation was building its foundation 
among scores of little neighborhood groups, but had not yet found its voice as 


faras the larger society was concerned. 


to believe we served a useful purpose, keeping the various fragments 
a, he labor movement informed on what eac as doing; commenting on some 
of the lessons of hi story; povitere ting necds for political pressure, or other 
forms of social tion; providing a fram f reference within which to regard 
many § tae iss UES qual rights for agricultural workers," nothing more and 


spel was our associate Edito rod bless her for all 
the ni; until midnight, maintained subscription lists, and 
slped-with the many other details of this operation. She left to work with 
Ss 


[sar Chav 2 


Then Bill Esher became an Associate Editor, d helped with the same sorts 
of tasks. He left to work with Cesar Chavez specif: ihe xc l.t and 
dis tribut: El N fa] criado. 


Next, Kathy Lynch joined us, and although she was called Executive Assistant 


some such job title, it was really more of the same: she was our right hand, 
Wendy and Bill had bee Kathy left to work with Cesar Chavez. 


real sense, this shorthand recapmtulation of our personnel situation 
that needs to be said The farm labor movenent w hé 1 focus; it 
a rallying point; it has channels of communication far more apr ropria te 
(and, it may be added, m regular) than anything coming from Berkeley. The 
l United Farm Workers Organizing Committ 8, 
that 
For the past ye: » us have done with the editorial "we!t) have been 
getting out this mag: 2 ne with only occasimal help. I am grateful to those who 
have, now and aga toe hone by cutting a few stencils, collating, and so forth, 
but it is by now apparent that no one that peculiar combinatinn of time and 
interest which yields the kind of re; rity required for the production of this 
or any other publication. 


existed in 19 sill existed, I wou: ot mind continuing 
this exercise in one-man journalism. t since it e B Ld AS a general 
principle, I would say that when one-man journalism stops being fun, and starts 


seeming pointless to that one man, it has little left to recommend 
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You can help ensure the continued publication of this magazine if you will 
pass it along to a friend and urge him to subscribe; and if you will renew 
your own membership promptly. 


Citizens for Farm Labor, 
iO) Slepre PBI Sr 
Berkeley, Calif. 


_I would like to become a member of Citizens for Farm Labor.(Membership 
includes a subscription to FaRM LaBOR. Rates: individual, $5 per year; 

7.503 organization, $10.) 

to subscribe to FaRM LABOR magazine. ($3 for 12 issues.) 
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